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                   FMS Cricket Round Up 2005
Welwyn Garden City CC won the inaugural SportsWISE UK Club Twenty/20 Championship and the prestigious Russell Grant Cup, although sadly Russell was on business in America on the day.
The semi finals and final were played on the 18th September at the home of Hampshire County Cricket Club, the Rose Bowl in Southampton.
In the first semi final, Finchley CC made a par score of 122 for 6 from their 20 overs, mainly because of Peter Sogbodjor (69). Alton CC should have cruised to victory when they were 88 for 3 after 12 overs, but they collapsed inexplicably and ended up on 121 for 9.  Finchley into the final by 1 run.

This brought Welwyn Garden City CC into the magnificent arena, in their specially made blue uniforms. They batted first against Droitwich Spa CC and posted 137 for 5, with the main contributor Simon White (73*). The Worcestershire club were never in the hunt and subsided to 79 all out. Ben Frazer's 4-16 included his second hat trick of the season, while Simon White bowled his four overs for just 12.

In the final, the Middlesex club made a poor start with the openers Sogbodjor and Steve Selwood (ex Derbyshire) both out in the first two overs, although they did make 19 off those two overs. Worse was to follow, as Simon White bowled two maidens in an incredible spell of 4-2-9-2. There were two run outs, and Finchley were in dire trouble at 50-8 after 12 overs. They recovered a little, but their all out total of 95 was still some way below what they would have hoped for.

However Eddie Hodges took three wickets in his first two overs to leave WGC reeling at 22-3. But this brought together captain Tony Skeggs and wicketkeeper Martin James, a few weeks short of his 42nd birthday and by six years the oldest player in the day's events. They batted with caution at first, but threw this to the wind when Finchley introduced their spinners. The win was ultimately most comfortable with James 62* as WGC recorded a seven wicket victory with 4.1 overs to spare.

The team: Tony Skeggs (captain), Paul Barker, Ben Frazer, Ray Hodge, Martin James, Nick Lamb, Luke Molyneux, Johan Thisanayagam, Edward Tucker, Adrian Tyler and Simon White. Simon Bridgewater and Chris Molyneux were also in the squad.

FMS continued to organise their numerous cricket competitions.
After being rained off on September 10th, a week later the sun shone and the three main FMS competitions saw the finals played at Winchmore Hill CC. 
In the Cup Winchmore Hill CC beat Stanmore CC, who lost their third final in a row – always the bridesmaid?
In the Vase Southall CC beat Mill Hill Village CC, having lost to Edmonton in the final the previous year.
In the Shield South Hampstead II beat Harrow II in the first ever Shield competition that wasn’t a Plate tournament.
The Middlesex 20/20 Cup was won by Finchley CC, who then went on to the SportsWISE UK Club final at the Rosebowl, who beat hosts Sunbury CC in a close final by 3 runs. The beaten semi finalists were Birkbeck College CC and Potters Bar CC.
The FMS Midweek League (Potters Bar), in its fifth season, was won by Potters Bar CC who beat North Mymms CC in the final held at Old Owens CC in July.

The inaugural Middlesex Federation Sunday Development League was won in style by Enfield CC who played five matches and won five.
The U11/12 league was won by Ickenham CC complementing their champion’s status the previous season with a team one year older.

The U13 league was won by Finchley CC who were in turn defeated by Uxbridge CC in the cup final played at Southgate on September 25th.
The U17 league was retained by Kenton CC who won all their three games.

The U19 league was won by Chiwick & Latymer who also won all their five games.

